Chapter 1, Section 2: The Neolithic Revolution and the Rise of Civilization

Key Terms
Neolithic Revolution the revolution that occurred in the 

Neolithic Age, the period of human history from 8000 to 4000 B.C. 

systematic agriculture the growing of food on a regular basis 

Bronze Age the period of history from around 3000 to 1200 

B.C. that was characterized by the widespread use of 

bronze 

culture the way of life of a people 

civilization a complex culture in which large numbers of human 

beings share a number of common elements 

Organizing Your Thoughts
A civilization has six main characteristics. Identify them in the chart below.
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The Neolithic Revolution
What changes took place during the Neolithic Age?

1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Compare the roles of men and women in the Neolithic Age.

The Emergence of Civilization (page 30)

How are civilizations different from simpler cultures?

1.

2.

Complete the diagram to describe the new social structure that arose in Neolithic cities.
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6 Characteristics of Civilization
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